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CITY OF SAINT PAUL            DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

 

Tree Advisory Panel 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

MEETING DATE:  March 11th, 2010 LOCATION: Merriam Park Recreation Center 

 

 

PANEL MEMBERS and ATTENDANCE: 

Attended Name Representing 

 Seitu Jones Council Ward 1 

 Craig David Council Ward 2 

 Gary Johnson Council Ward 3 

 Barb Spears Council Ward 4 

 Deb Robinson Council Ward 5 

 Rich Kramer Council Ward 6 

 Nancy McGuiness Council Ward 7 

 Shawn Bartsh, Chair Business 

 Tim Morgan, Vice Chair Private Tree Service 

 Jeanne Weigum Friends of Parks & Trails 

 Kristen Nelson University of Minnesota 

 Erick Goodlow Parks Commission 

 Dave Ronzani Parks & Recreation – Design 

 Karl Mueller Forestry/Panel Facilitator 

 

OTHER CITY STAFF: Cy Kosel – Natural Resource Manager, Zach Jorgensen – Minnesota 

Greencorps member 

OTHER GUESTS: Daniel Kaisershot 

 

1. MINUTES, INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

a. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 by Chair Bartsh. 

 

b. Tim Morgan moved to approve the February minutes and was seconded by Barb 

Spears. 

 

c. Forestry staff waiting for a response from the city attorney’s office regarding the 

feasibility of TAP recommendations to amend city’s Tree Trimming Ordinance. 

 

d. Dan Kaisershot, a St. Paul resident, introduced himself. He recently was affected 

by the EAB structured removal plan and is interested to learn more about 

reforestation efforts. 

 

2. DISCUSSION ITEM #1 – EMERALD ASH BORER UPDATE 

 

a. Zach Jorgensen is close to sending out an EAB survey to district 12 residents. The 

goal of the survey will attempt to gauge awareness, communication, and tree 
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care activity related to EAB since it was discovered. The hope is that the 

feedback will inform the city on how to better manage and communicate 

information to the public in the future.   

 

b. Dan Kaisershot mentioned an opportunity to participate in the “Science Fusion” 

events at the Science Museum to provide EAB outreach. 

 

3. DISCUSSION ITEM #2 – DROUGHT PLAN 

 

a. Members offered feedback on how the city’s Drought Plan could be updated. 

Gary Johnson presented detailed edits and a research document that was done at 

the U of MN showing how inexpensive it is to water trees.  

 

b. Gary also introduced the concept of a citizen watering program to minimize tree 

losses to drought. The idea would require identifying and educating a 

neighborhood monitor to make sure young trees are watered during critical 

periods.  The city would need to be involved by supplying materials and support. 

Panel members agreed to proceed with the idea and start a pilot program, 

possibly focusing on areas where boulevards are affected by the emerald ash 

borer (EAB) structured removals. These areas will have a high concentration of 

new plantings. 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:00 

 
 


